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tber way you una makes yerselves et
hum In this yere cabin."

"Shet up, Jed Bungay," cut In hli
better half, sharply, and as she tpoke
she raiihlit the little man unceremoni-
ously by one arm, and thrnMing him
roughly to one side strode heavily
forward until ahe paused In the centre
of the room facing us itU ber anna
akimbo.

"Now I'd Jlst like ter know," she
said savagely, "who you uns be, a
breakln' Into a house, and a killln' a
dorg, :yi' a eatin' up everything we
tins got without so much bs a sayln'
'by yer leave' cr nuthln'. 1 reckon as
bow you una don't take this yere
cabin for no tavern?"

"Mudam," I said ith a low bow,
"It is misfortune, not desiro, which
has canned us to trespass upon your
hospitality. We will. very gladly pay
you liberally for any damnge done. I
am an officer In the Confederate ser-
vice, and the breaking down of our
horse j compelled us to take refuge
here in order that this lady might
not be exposed to Janger from roving
gangs of guerillas. Tbe dog attacked
us In the dark, and we killed him in
order to save our lives."

" 'The deep-mouthe- d bloodhound's
heavy bay resounded up the rocky
way,'" ejaculated Bungay with dan-

cing eyes.
"Drat yer potry, Jed Bungay! ye

dew make me tired fe" suah." She
turned back to us, and from ber first
words It was plainl; evident she had
been impressed with but one sentence
ol ray labored explanation.

"Did you uns say as how ye'd pay
fe whut ye et ant fr thet truck ye
busted?" she asked doubtfully.

"Certainly, mada'i,' and I took
Bome money from my pocket as evi-

dence ef good faith. "What would you

v
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He stopped suddenly, and stared at
her; but e I could turn about
In my chair one of the great doga
began to growl aavagely, and MarU
sprang forward and cuffed the surly
brute Into rebellious alienee.

"It's bosses,' ahe sal- - harshly.
"Likely aa nut It's Red'a gang. Now,
Jed llunuay, yerc's two lovely female
fer ye ter pertect"

Aa I hastily sprang to my feet I
caught a fleeting glimpse out of the
partially opened door. Down the steep
of the hill road there was slowly mov-
ing toward us on foot a small party
of perhaps a ilozen men, so variously
clothed as to make it evident they
were Irregulars. Juat ahead of them,
but on horseback, two others were
even then turning into the narrow
path that led to the bouae. attracted
probably by the smoke which
streamed from tho chimney top.

CHAPTER VIII.

Mra. Bungay Defends Her Hearth-
stone.

A hand pressing hard upon my aria
brought back my scattered aen'.is
with a rush. It as Mra. Brennan
who stood there, her face whitened
by anxiety, her eyes peering anxiously
through tbe opening of the door.

"Surely those men are not aoldlers.
Captain Wayne!" ahe exclaimed.
"They wear unlforma of both armies."

"No dou- - they are guerillas," I an-

swered, drawing ber back from where
she might be seen in their approach.
"We must find hiding if possible, for
you shall never fall into such bands.
Bungay!"

I turned toward wv-r- e the little)
giant bad been sitting, but he was not
to be seen. However, 'he sound of my
voice aroused Maria to a full sense of
our danger, nor was she a woman
to hesitate In such emergency. With
a single stride she crossed the nar-
row room, caught the white-face- hero
by the collar of bis shirt, dragged him
ignomlnlously forth from beneath the
table where be had sought refuge,
shook him as she would shake a toy
dog, until his teeth rattled, and then
flung him out of the door leading Into
the back shed. It was done so ex-

peditiously that I could only gasp.
"Now Inter ther hole with ye. Jed

Bungay you an' yer dorgs," she
panted furiously. "An you uns foils
him. I reckon I'm able ter handlr the!
lot out thar, even If It should be Red
Lowrie and his gang."

Catching firm hold of M . Bren
nan s nana l sprang aown tne single
step and closed the door tight behind
ui,. Jed had scrambled to bis feet
and rubbing himself vigorously with
one hand, utilized the other to drag
outward a rough cupboard, which ap
peared to be a portion of the house
itself. As It swung open there was re
vealed behiild It a fair-size- d opening
extending Into the face of tho hill. It
was a most ingenious arrangement
doubtles finding frequent use in those
troublesome times. Its presence par
tially explained how Jed had thus far
escaped the conscription officer. Into
this hole we entered one at a time,
and when the heavy cupboard had
been silently drawn back into place,
found ourselves enveloped in such
total darkness as to make any move-
ment a dangerous operation. I felt
the clasp of my companion's hand
tighten, and knew that her whole form
was trembling from Intense excite-
ment

(TO BE CONTINUED.)

TRIUMPH OF WATER FIND1.W

English Expert Locates Ample Supply,
Guaging Depth Below Surface

Within Two Feet

A very remarkable achievement in
"water-finding- " has been carried
through at Selly Oak, Birmingham. It
was necessary to discover a supply ot
water on tbe land belonging to the Pa
tent Enamel works, and Mr. Chester
man was called from Heeford for the
purpose. He went over the land with
his piece of aluminum Wire for about
half an hour. Then be suddenly
stopped and declared that at the place
where he stood water wuld be found
at a depth of 250 feet A contract was
signed by which he engafed to sink an
eight-inc- artesian tube which should
produce not less than J 5,000 gallons
of water a day. on the condition "No
water, no pay." He employed hydrau
lie boring machinery, and in fourteen
days struck water at a depth of 248

feet anJ teet pumping for 29 hours
proved a yield of 30,000 gallons per
day. That the expert shonld have
gauged the depth within two feeet 1

considered one of the greatest triumphs
In water-findin- g of modern times.

He Did His Best
"I tried my best to save the la

dles; I'm sorry I did not succeed,'
were the dying words of the valet
Pahud, whose magnificent bravery at
the terrible disaster in the Barnes
boathouse --t Nantucket should live
long in the annals of tbe Island. "His
best" was his life! more ho man can
give. That was not the service of
paid personal attendant, but gallantry
In the face of death on the part of
gentleman and a hero. In the record
of the Book of Gold there is no dis
tinction of master and man.

Electricity's Vast Growth.
The total Investment In electric

light plants in the United States is now
more than two billion dollars, accord
Ing to reports presented to the Na
tional Electric Light association. Tbe
report covers practically 6,000 stations,
having an estimated total horse power
capacity of more than 7,007.000 and
kilowatt capacity of 6,000,000. The op
erating companies have a tothl capital
Ization of $2,400,000,000, and X aj&ii
Ucome of Sw00.00a.00(k

minora and rerwirta itnin.iit nn.i.i.

COMMERCIAL AVIATION.

. Carrying passengers and freight In
'airships as a definite transportatli
enterprise la perhaps a long ay off,
but significant of the falih of men In
the possibilities of commercial avia-
tion la the formal Incorporation of a
company In New Jersey for this pur-poa- e.

says the Washington Herald.
The expressed Intention of the Incor-
porators set forth In the articles of
incoratlon la the "building and opera-
tion of arid the carriage of passengers
and freight In aeroplanes." .As fre-
quently pointed out, the science and
practice of aviation la making remark-
able progress. By means of the diri-
gible alrahip and the hydro-aeroplan- e

experts have begun to see that It will
be possible some time to use the air
aa a means of transit, much aa the
earth la now employed for that pur-
pose, Aa bearing upon the question:
of realizing this end; It la only nececs-snr- y

to conalder that the evolution of
the locomotive and steamship baa been
alow; that It has taken many year
to bring the trolley car to perfection,
and that the automobile la at least a
quarter of a century old aa a practical
road machine. Fast aa the airmen
have progressed with their inventions
and experiments, we need not expect
much greater advancement In a less
period of time than haa been the cuae
with vehicles running on land and
Ihrough the aeas.

The entire property of Illinois Is re-

ported to be 92,318,333.241. If that
were divided among the people each
one would get $411.11. Where In ten
years from now would that per capita
beT It would undoubtedly undergo

great change. A few men would
have $500,000 of It, a few more 100,-00-0

of it; many more $50,000, and so
on until we get t: the point where
very many men wouldn't have 15

cents. How can we account for this
wonderful change? For various rea-

son. 8ome men are smarter than
others, some more diligent, some more
frugal, some more temperate. These
facts can explain why .this $411 per
capita has disappeared. While the
circumstances, the environment, the
vicissitude may account for some of
the change, most of the change can be
referred to the man himself his char-
acter, bis habit, his disposition, his
appetite under the Influences of
which, if bad, that $411 vanishes and
reappears In the hands of the man
who has been sober, diligent, frugal
and wide awake.

Gossip In Great Britain continues to
wag Its tongue over the reported cool-

ness between King George and the
Gaekwar of Baroda. The story per-

sists that at the durbar everyone was
astonished at the Gaekwar's appear-

ance In a black frock coat, while the
other princes wore their native robes
and marvelous gems. The queen, It
Is said, gave the Gaekwar a frozen
stare and the king merely nodded.
The Gaekwar responded with a curter
nod, turned his back and made a dis-

tinct grimace. It is asserted that his
punishment, aside from forcing an
apology, will be that of cutting down
his royal salute of twenty-on- e guns
and classing him as a second-rat- e

ruler. Anglo-Indian- s consider this
dangerous, and believe the Incident
would better have been Ignored, on
account of the Gaekwar's great wealth
and popularity among his subjects.

TJrotropin is the name of the drug
which Dr. Simon Flexner of the Rock-

efeller Institute of Medical Research
declares to be an antidote for infan-

tile paralysis. The dread disease has
carried oft thousands of victims, and
If Dr. Flesner's cure proves to b all
that Is claimed for it, that alone will
entitle the doctor and the Rockefeller
institute to be famous for all time to
come.

A dramatic society is advertising
the revival of hissing in the theaters
as a mark of disapprobation of plays.
But the present deadly silence of dis-

approval la more significant than any
amount of hissing, besides more
civil and civilized- -

A noble earl of England has put his
email boy in a Boston private school
because he wants him brought up
among people who have no particular
respect for a titla. We hope he has
made no mistake in picking out the
place.

A cigarette manufacturer tells us
that there are two million women In

the United States who smoke. All of

which goes to show that the fair dames
have devious ways of burning up their
husbands' salaries.

Man, according to the results ot In-

vestigations of the Soclete Jersalse,
Is five hundred thousand years old.

And sometimes, after a hard day's

sprint in tbe wake of the elusive dol-

lar, he feels every minute of it

It Is not very complimentary that
big crimes being committed In Paris
are belu laid to American crooks be-

cause deemed beyond the ability of

the French. .This is one superlative

we would willingly forego.

A college professor now advances

Into the liro'- - remark that worn
juiue is usAv-f.- ,. t

nri vtr mi-- j man wcu
Vh'lfU-fes3- ora do

Wked collar and cuffs Un,ary
an extraordinary combtna .

A most unusual costume was fash-

u . f Krt trouble. t'l.w
iv'i,, ilar I mdilelily fe!l to

fl-- y the floor, where I lay
5-- " for a loop H:ue tincon- -

rl ''vbo treated uw. il8--

. ' Jcosed n.y ra "

W.r paralyse. and md
they could do nothii.f for me, 1 began
using Doan's Kidney Tills ar.d f
permanently cured. 1 am stronger
than before In years."

"When Your Ha- - k Ik Lame. Remem-

ber the Name-DOA- N 9. Mc. all ator.a.
Foster-Milbur- Co., I uffalo, N. Y.

ABOVE MERE STCRY TELLER.

Willie (aged feven) Say, paw.
what's a raconteur?

Father A fellow who wears a dresav
suit when he tells storlee.

LAWYER CURED OF ECZEMA

"While attending school at Lebanon,
Ohio, in 1882, I bechine afflicted with
boils, which lasted for about two
years, when the affliction assumed the
form of an eczema on my face, the
lower part of my face being Inflamed
most of the time. There would be
water-blister- s rise tip and open, and
wherever the water would touch it
would burn, and cause another one to
rise. After the blister would open,
the place would scab over, and would
burn and itch so as to be almost un-

bearable at times. In this way the
sores would spread from one- place to
another, back and forth over tbe
whole of my upper lip and chin, and
at times the wbole lower part of my
face would be a solid sore. This con-

dition continued for four or five years,
without getting any better, and In fact
got worse all the time, so much so
that my wife became alarmed lest it
prove fatal.

"During all this time of bolls and
eczema, I doctored with the beat phy-slcfa-

of this part of tbe country, but
to no avail. Finally I decided to try
Cutlcura Remedies, which I did, tak-

ing the Cutlcura Resolvent, applying
the Cutlcura Ointment to the sores,
and using the Cutlcura Soap for wash
ing. In a very short time I began to
notice improvement, and continued to
use the Cutlcura Remedies until I was
well again, and have not had a re
currence of the trouble since, which is
over twenty years. I have recom-
mended Cutlcura Remedies to others
ever since, and have great faith In
them aa remedies for skin diseases."
(Signed) A. C. Brandon, Attorney-a- t

Law, Greenville, O., Jan. 17, 1911.
Although Cutlcura Soap and Oint

ment are sold everywhere, a sample
of each, with e book, will be
mailed free on application to "Cutl
cura," Dept L, Boston.

Plan for Tuberculosis Day.
Sermons on the prevention of con

sumption will be preached in thou-

sands of churches on April 28, which
the National Association for tbe Study
and Prevention 6f Tuberculosis has
set aside as Tuberculosis day.
Last year out of. 200,000 churches
in the United States, over 60,000
observed Tuberculosis day, and mil
lions of churchgoers were told
about this disease from the pul-

pit. This year will be the third
observation of Tuberculosis day. Plans
are being made to have tbe gospel ot
health preached more widely than
ever before. Tbe movement will be
pushed through the 600 antitubercu-
losis associations allied with the na-

tional association and through the
boards of health, women's clubs and
other organizations In hundreds of
cities and towns throughout the coun-
try. Through these various bodies
the churches will be reached and in-

terested in the tuberculosis campaign.

A QUARTER CENTURY
Before tbe Public Orer FiTe Million Free Samples
RlTen away each year. Tbe constant and InerciM
mg sales f mm samples proTes the genuine merit of
ALIUS HOOT-HAS- tbe ant.ibrpl.le powder to
be shaken Into the shoes for Tired, Aching. Hwollrn.
Tender feet. Helleres corns and bunions of ill pain.
Sample Viiek. Address, Allen H.01msted,Loitor.M.r.

Celtic Arithmetic.
Into the general store of a town up

in New York state there recently came
a big, good-nature- d Irish woman, who
wanted to be weighed. She stepped
off the scales almost as soon as she
had Btepped oh.

"Shure, these scales is no good I"
was ber disgusted comment. "They
only weigh up to wan hundred, an' 1

weigh something loike wan hundred
and noinety pounds."

" i ts easily discouraged ye are, Mrs.
Casey," said a f rienft. -- Just step onto
them twlct, me dear, and let Mickey
here do the sum for ye."

Lumbago, Rheumatism and Chilblains
There is nothing that gives so quick

benefit as Hunt's Lightning Oil. The
very minute it is rubbed on the im-

provement is noticed. For over thirty
years this Liniment has been acknowl-
edged to be the best for these troubles.
Every druggist will recommend it
Price 25c and 60c per Bottle.

One way to not please a woman Is
to let her do as she pleases.

OXI.V OMS "I1ROMO OrrMKk."
That Is I. A ATI VB llltoMO UL1NINK. lur. l

the slunsiure nf K. W. .H")VB. Led the VVucd
0?er lu cure a Cfld In ore laj. 25c.

A milkman may be as rich as fcis
cream and still not be wealthy.

Poettua Cerwi! Company, Llrel-t-

Battle Creek, Silcuigsa

SYNOPSIS.

Tl-.- try npni In a Cnnft ilerala tmt
at rrltli h1 llano of the Civil W ar. (leu.

linjiurU lo ('apt. Wayne an Important
inesaage to Ix'ntMreet. Auromunled by
Herft. Craig, an olJ urniy Mint, Wayne
turta on lut n. Tne two. after

wild ride, act within the Itnea of the
enemy. In the (larkneaa. Wayne ! taken
tor a Federal oftirer ho rarna tn kcp an
appointment, an a young Imly on horae-tnu- k

la given In lifa charge. Hlie la a
northern girl and attempt! to escape but
falla. One nf the hom. ancriitnba and
Craig ro-- a through with ttie dlapatrhaa.
whli Wayne and Mv I.ady of tha North
ar Irft alonn. Tliry alipltrr In a
hut arid ntrrlnc It In thn dark a tiu
ma nr. ft attack Wavna. Tha girl aliooii
;h brut Juat In time.

CHAPTER VI ontlnued.

"The gnat ugly brute!" she ex-th- e I

claimed, looking at the form In

centre of the floor.
"He was certainly heavy enough

to have been a bear,' 1 replied,
clinching my teeth tn pain, "and suf-

ficiently savage."
1 viewed her now for the first

t.me clearly, and the memory will re-

main with me till I die. How dis-

tinctly that entire picture stands forth
with the mist of all these years be-

tween! The low-celle- d room, devoid
of all furniture save of the rudest and
niOK.t primitive kind; the bare logs
forming the walls, unrelieved In their
rough ugliness, except as bere and
there sundry unshapely garments
dangled from wooden pees; the rough
deal table, with a few cheap dishes
piled upon one end of it; the dead
dog lying across the earthen floor;
and over all the leap of ruddy flame
as the newly kindled fire gathered
way, leaving weird shadows here and
there, yet steidily forcing them back,
and flooding the whole Interior with a
cheerly glow.

She had flung tho blue and
yellow cloak which, during the long
hours of cur night ride had so com-
pletely shrouded her, and stood be-

fore me dressed In some soft clinging
stuff of a delicate brown color, so cut
and fashioned as to most become her
rounded, graceful form. About her
neck a narrow strip of creamy lace
was fitted, the full throat rendered
whiter by the contrast, while at her
wrists a similar ornament alone
served to relieve the simple plainness
of her attire. Theflaming fire lighted
up her face, making It seem to flush
with the dancing glow, which sparkled
like diamonds in her eyes. Heir was
a young, fair face. a face to love
and trust forever, yet with a pride In

It, and a certain firmness also that
somehow was good to see. All this
I noted .lth one quick upward glance,
and with a sudden thrill of the heart
such as I had never known before.

CHAPTER VII.

A Disciple of Sir Walter
Even as 1 gazed upon her, my ad

miration deeper than my pain, the
arch expression of her face changed;
there came a sudden rush of pity, of
anxiety into those clear, challenging
eyes, and with one quick step she
drew nearer and bent above me.

"Oh, Captain Wayne," she cried,
her warm, womanly heart conquering
all prejudice, "you aru badly hurt and
bleeding. Why did you not tell me?
Please let me aid you."

"I fear I must," I replied grimly.
"I would gladly spare you, for indeed
1 do not believe my injury sufficient-
ly serious to cause alarm, but I find
I have only one arm I can use at
present; the brute got his teeth into
the other." .

"Oh, believe me, I can do it." She
spoke bravely, a sturdy ring of con-
fidence in tbe voice, although at the
thought her face paled. "1 have been
In the hospitals at Baltimore, and
taken care of wounded soldiers.' If
there was only some water here 1 "

She glanced about, dreading tbe pos-
sibility of having to go forth into
the night alone In search of a spring
or well.

"1 think you will find a pail on the
bench yonder," 1 bald, for from where
1 leaned against the wall I could see
out into the sbed. "It was doubtless
left for the dog to drink from."

She came back with it, tearing down
a cloth from off a peg in the wail as
she passed, and then, ""caring a reso-
lute air of authority, knelt beside me,
and with rapid fingers, flung back my
Jacket, unfastening tho rough, army
shirt, end laid bare, so far as was
possible, the lacerated shoulder.

"Forgive me,," she said anxiously,
"but 1 fear 1 can never dress it in
this way. We must remove your
Jacket and cut away thu sleeve of your
shirt."

At last tne disagreeable tasS was
accomplished, the wounded shoulder
completely bared. Her face was
deathly white now, and she shielded
her eyes with her hand.

"Oh, what a horrible wound!" she
exclaimed, almost sobbing. "How that
great brute must have hurt you!

"The wound is not so serious as It
appears," I replied reassuringly, and
glad myself to feel that I spoke tbe
truth, "but I confess the pain is In-

tense, and makes me feel somewhat
faint It was not so much the mere
bite of the dog, but unfortunately he
Sot his teeth into an old wound and
:ore It open."

"An old wound?"
"Yes; I received a Minle ball there

at Gettysburg, and although the bullet
was extracted, the wound never prop-
erly healed."

She performed her disagreeable
task with all the tenderness of a
sympathetic woman, and aa she
worked swiftly and deftly, made no
attempt to conceal the tear.-- , clinging
to ber long lashes. Skilfully the
deep. Jagged gash was bathed out
and then as carefull oind up with
the softesX cloths she could find at
hanl. The relief was great, and 1 felt

coryprcjrryACMvai'Poe-cty- .

the soreness It would probably not
greatly bother mo.

"Now you must He back and rest,"
she said comiuandlngly, aa 1 attempted
to than- - her.

"As your nurse I command abso-
lute quiet," striving to speak gaily.
"See, the daylight Is already here,
and I mean to discover If this lone
cabin contains anything which human
beings can eat; 1 confess that 1 am
nearly famlnhed."

"A most excellent symptom, and I
Iningina your quest will not be wholly
vain. To my eye' that greatly re-
sembles a slab of bncon bunging be-si-

the chimney."
"It Indeed is," she exclaimed, "and
feel as a shipwrecked seaman muttt

on first beholding land."
However my natirally energetic

spirit revolted at inactivity, for the
time being my faintness precluded any
thought of doing other than obeying
ber orders, and I lay there silent,
propped up against the logs, my eager
eyes following her rapid, graceful
movements with a constantly Increas-
ing interest. As she worked, the re-
flection of the red flames became
mingled with the gray dawn, until the
bore and cheerless Interior grew more
and more visible. Her search was far
from unsuccessful, while her resource-
fulness astonished me, old campaigner
as I was; for It was scarcely more
than full daylight before she bad me
at the table, and I was doing full
Justice to such coarse food as the
larder furnished.

The eating helped me greatly; but
for some time so busy were we that
neither of us spoke. On my own part
I experienced a strange hesitancy In
addressing her upon terms of eqyllty.
Ordinarily not easily embarrassed In

I . x I

"It's Hoties," She

feminine society, I felt In this Instance
a definite barrier between us, which
prevented my feeling at ease. Now
and then as we sat opposite each
other, eating amid a silence most un-

pleasant, I would catch her eyes
glancing across at me, but'they were
lowered Instantly whenever I ventured
to meet them. Finally I broke the
stillness with a commonplace remark:

"I presume your people will be
greatly worried by this time over your
mysterious disappearance."

A flush swept her throat and
cheeks, but she did not lift her eyes
from the plate. "Yes," she answered
slowly, "Frank Is doubtless searching
for me long before this."

"Frank?" I asked, feeling glad of
this opportunity to learn more of her
relationships. "You forget, possibly,
that your friends are strange to me.
You refer to the gentleman who ex-

pected to meet you on the road?"
"To Major Brennan, yes."
There was nothing about the tone of

her reply that Invited me to press the
inquiry further. One thing, however,
was reasonably certain, tbe man she
called "Frank" could not be her father.
I longed to ask If he was a brother,
but tbe restraint of ber whole manner
repelled the sugsestion.

"Did 1 understand that you have
nursed in the Federal hospitals at
Baltimore?" I questioned, more to con-

tinue the conversation than from any
deep interest

"Merely as a volunteer, and when
the regular nurses were especially
busy. Major Brennan was stationed
there for some time when I first
visited him, and I felt It my duty as
a loyal woman to aid the poor fel-

lows." '
I remained silent, striving vainly

to frame soma innocent question
which should solve for me the prob-

lem of who and what she was. Sud-

denly she spoke softly:
"Captain Wayne, I feel I owe you

an apology for my unwarranted and
unladylike conduct last night I am
very sure now that you are a gen
tleman, and will appreciate how bit
terly I was tried, how deeply I have

much, as 1 could tell by her dowurast
eyes and heutlng boeom, and I
hasicncd to relieve her embarrass-
ment.

"You liave nothing whatever to ask
forgiveness for," I said earnestly.
"Huther such a request should come
from mo. I only trust. Miss Ilrennan.
that you will excuse my part lu this
extremely unfortunat- - affair."

She sat looking don upon her
plate, ber fingers nervously crumbling
a bit of corn bread.

"You do not even known who 1 am,"
she snld slowly. "I am not Mii-s- , but
Mrs. Un nuan."

1 felt as if a dpsh of cold water
had been suddenly thrown in my face.

"Indeed?" I stammered, scarcely
knowing what 1 ald. "You appear so
young a girl that I never once thought
of you as being a married woman."

"I was married very early; Indeed,
before 1 was seventeen. .My bus-band- "

What she was about to add I could
but conjecture, for a quick change In

the expression of her face startled me.
"What Is It?" I questioned', half ris-

ing to my feet, and glancing over my
shoulder toward the wall where her
eyes were riveted.

"Something resembling a hand
pushed aside the coat hanging yon-

der," she explained In low trembling
tone, "and 1 thought I saw a face."

Believing it to ba merely her over-
wrought nerves which were at fault,
I sought to soothe ber. "It was prob-
ably no more than a shadow," I said,
crossing to her side of the table, to
enable her better to feel tbe influence
of my presence. "Let us be content
to sit bere by the door, for we should

taking too great a risk of discovery
fie

we ventured Into the open."

Said Harshly.

I bad barely spoken these words and
placed my fingers on her hand to lead
ber forward when tbe small door
which opened Into tbe sbed was
thrown back noisily, and two great
shaggy dogs, the evident mates of
the dead brute at our feet, ieaped
fiercely in. She shrank toward me
with a scb of terrorj but even as I
drew a revolver from my belt, a man
and a Tvoman appeared almost simul-
taneously In that same opening.

"Down, Douglas! dwn, Roderick!
Ha! 'There lies Red Murdock, stark
and stiH!' down, you brutes; you'll
be dead yourselves sometime."

The man strode forward as be
Bpoke, clubbing the frenzied brutes
with the stock of the Ions rifle he
carried.

" 'Yelled on the view the opening
pack,'" he quoted, as he distributed
hi', blows Impartially to right and left;
" 'rock, glen, and cavern paid them
back.' Them thar be Scott's words.
stranger, an' I reckon as how ol' SIi
Walter knew whut he wus wrltln'
"boat. Stop thet blame youlin", you
Roderick, er I'll take t'other end o'
this gun ter ye."

He reJoubled his efforts for peace,
finally driving the rebellious beasts
back into one corner, where they sat
upon their haunches and eyed us wist-
fully.

"'Two dogs of black Saint Hubert's
breed, unmatched lor courige, breath.
and speed,'" he exclaimed, wiping the
perspiration from his face with tbe
back of one band and staring at us.
'specially the breath."

He was a fierce-lookin- g little fellow,
ccarcely mere than a half-grow- n boy
In size, with round, red face full of
strange wrinkles, and head as oddly
peak-shape- d as I ever looked upon. . It
went un exactly like the apex of a
pear, while the upper portion was
utterly bald. He formed a most re
markable contrast to the tall, raw- -

boned, angular female who loomed up
like a small mountain Just behind him.

"I reckon as bow you uns bed quite
a bit ot a scrap afore ye laid thet
that dorg out. stranger, be said, a
half-angr- y tone lurking in his deep
voice. " The fleetest hound in all the
North." an' I'm durutd If I '" 'ea

onions be vl&ced in th bottom ot
their reservoirs.

f . . inn llM i aa 1

consider due you?"
The grim, set face relaxed slightly,

while she permitted her husband to
edge bis way a little more into the
ft reground.

"Wal, stranger, I sorter reckon as
how 'bout four bits 'ill squar" things
dorgs i mighty dura cheap hereabout
enyhow. Give me tber four bits,
mister, an' I reckon n how it '11

be all right"
I glanced at Mrs. Brennan, and tbe

amused twinkle in her eyes led me
to say heartily, "We had rot entirely
completed our meal, but imagined we
saw ghosts,"

"Ghosts!" He Janced around ap-

prehensively, " 'On Heaven and on
thy lady call, and enter ue enchanted
hall!' Wus ther ghost: ye saw over
'iar?" And be pointed toward the

wall opposite.
I nodded.
"Then 1 sorter reckon as how

Mariar and me wus them ghosts." be
continued, grinning. "We sorter reck-
oned aa how we wanted ter see who
wus yere afore we come In. 'I'll
listen ti.i my fancy hears the clang ot
swords, the crash of spears. These
yere is tough times, stranger, in these
parts, an' a man whut has ter pertect
a lovely female hes got ter keep his
eye skinned."

Maria sniffed contemptuously.
"Ye're no great shakes at a pertect-i- n'

o' me, Jed Bungay. Now you sit
down thar an' begin ter fill up. I
reckon as how ther Cap an' his gal
will kinder Jlne with us fer manners."

She seated Jed with such extreme
vigor that I looked for the chair 'o
collapse beneath him as be came
down, but the little man, not in the
least daunted, picked up his knife and
fork with a sigh of relief.

"'0 woman! in our hours of ease
uncertain, coy, and hard to please.'"
he murmured. "Come, ait down,
stranger; sit down an' share a
soldier's couch, a soldier's fare.' Not
as I'm a sojer," he hastened to ex-

plain, "but thet's bow it is in ther
book. Say, old woman, klnt ye kinder
sker up some coffee fer we 'uns
leastwise whut us Confeds call cof.
fee?"

Without much difficulty 1 induced
Mrs. Brennan to draw her chair once
more to the table, and I sat down
beside ber.

You are Confederate, then?"
asked, curious to know upon which
side hia sympathies were enlisted in
the struggle.

He glanced warily at my gray
jacket, then his shrewd, shifty eyes
wandered to the blue anu yellow cav
airy cloak lying on the floor.

Wal, I Jist don't know. Cap," he
said cautiously, continuing to eat as
he talked, "as I'm much o' anything
in this yere row. First ther durned
gray-back- s they come sroopin' up
yere, an" run off all my horgs; then
ther blame blue-bellie- s come 'loDg

ar' cut down, every lick o' my corn
fodder, so thet I'll be cussed if I ain't
'bout ready ter fight either side. Any-

how I ain't did no fightin yit worth
talkln' 'bout, fer Mariar is pow'ful
feared I'd get hurt"

Maria regarded him scornfully.
"Hiding out, I suppose?"
"Wal, 't ain't very healthful fer

us ter be stayln' et hum much o'
ther time, long with that thar Red
Lowrie, an' Jim Hale, an' the rest o'
thet cattle 'round yera."

"Guerillas pretty thick now tn the
mountains?"

Wal, 1 dunno; i heerd as they wus
doln' somethin' down by ther briik
church, but thar's no gVeat shakes of
'em jist 'round yere. I reckon as how
they knows 'nough ter keep 'way from
Jed Bungay I'd pitch 'em 'far as
ever peasant pitchel a bar.'"

"You hp no fear of them, then?"
"Whut. me?" Tbe little man sat

bolt upright. and glared "ercely across
the table as though he would resent
an insult. "I Jist tell ye Cap, I

reckon thar ain't no guerilla a goln'
ter poke his nose 'round yere 'less
he's a lookin' fer sudden 'ertb; thar's
mighty few o' 'em ain't heerd o' Jed
Bungay Whut in thunder's ther
matter with yer
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ever since regretted It'
lyy-- d the ftoulder. that saving! It hurt her pride to sav even ttia
much In evidence.""" " ITJ1 'm 01 COmrort to "" aDd I
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still concerning him most ot them Inventiona. a very few approaching the truth.


